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SHOTLEY LOW QUARTER PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Held 7TH DECEMBER,  2020,- commencing 7 p.m. under  New  NALC “L01-2020”-

Legislation, - telephone conferencing Conditions:-
*“The Local Authorities & Police/Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility England & Wales)”and
“Health Protection (Coronavirus) Restrictions(No.2)(England)(Amendment No.4 Regs.2020” 
The following notes were recorded at this ‘E-conference meeting’ to address progress of current      

                    Parish matters necessitating discussion by Members, as published Agenda.
MEMBERS ‘PRESENT’ - attending on-line at 7TH DECEMBER 2020:
Chair Taylor: Cllr Amey: Cllr Cook:  Cllr. Crawford: Cllr Oxley: Cllr Perry: Cllr Stokoe  
Parish Clerk, M Green recorded notes below, which are subject to approval at next meeting.

Chair Taylor thanked Cllr. Stokoe’s assistance in arranging the communicating “ZOOM” remote   

facilities to be used in the *“prohibition on gatherings/social distancing” contained under        current National Coronavirus Emergency Regulations & Amendments-





“Public Open Session”

Chair Taylor welcomed Parishioner Mrs J McKenzie-Hewitt of Mill Barnes Mr Michael Genner to the meeting as they wished to comment on published Agenda “5.6” concerning the lack of satisfactory Broad Band connectivity within the Parish, and their current personal involvement concerning a local survey initiated by them on this matter. 
1.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:     NONE
2.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST:


Chair Taylor at “4(a)” – KPH Wind Farm Panel matters, 

3.
TO APPROVE MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 02/11/2020:


Cllr. Cook proposed acceptance of Minutes, & Cllr. Oxley seconded the motion, - Chair Taylor then confirmed his agreement for authorisation as an accurate record. (Clerk to arrange signature to ‘original’ hard-copy file documents in due course in accordance with current Legislation Conditions).
4.
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF 02/11/2020:
(a)
Update on Wind Farm & other funded matters: Cllr Stokoe reported 4 new funding projects from CDCF -Boundary Lane at a total funding of £7.5k.  (For the record there were none applicable to SLQPC, however these projects had been submitted from Groups within the periphery area of the Boundary Lane designated Area).   


Chair Taylor reported the KPHill Funding Assessment Panel met on 12/11/20 and have advised 4 applications were considered in October - one of which is for the SLQPC 2021 Mtce. Project, and release of the £700 grant is underway.  The unallocated £1,310 Final phase funding of the 2018 1st Aid Training for Residents Project demanded for return by Comm/Fdtn. was issued on 8/11/20 and Clerk has submitted the outstanding Monitoring Form to the KPH Funding Panel, to finalise the project, and received the Grant Manager’s acceptance & completion.

Progress on approved projects:

· KPH – Apple Press – Cllr. Crawford and Clerk advised the major equipment costs for this project were settled in September before the initial Event on 3rd October, and   currently we have £225 fund remaining.  Cllr. Crawford confirmed this figure will cover the ancillary costs for this year’s event – (for gazebo weather protection, and filtering/straining materials).  These items will be purchased very shortly, and it is anticipated we will be able to finalise the Com. Fdtn. Monitoring Report New Year submission date by End of January as requested.    Hopefully, next year’s event will run as originally proposed - in conjunction with the Annual St John’s October Beer Festival. 
· NCC – Snods Edge new traffic calming system – Cllr. Crawford reported the installation manufacturers “SWARCO” are in the process of arranging despatch of the system equipment.  The installation has been slightly delayed due to supply problems concerning the supply of metallised support elements but is expected for completion January 2021.   (The agreed additional cost of the 5-year Mtce. Guarantee’ is to be included in the total purchase cost of £4.6k).  On completion of satisfactory installation, Clerk will finalise SLQPC acceptance of the NCC “2020 Local Improvement Scheme Grant” organised by C. Cllr Horncastle, and immediately process the recovery of the considerable VAT element with HMRC as normal.
· KPH 2020 Parish Mtce – Clerk. Advised Phase 2 & 3 has been completed to budget, by the local Contractor concerned and settlement of the final £400 invoice has been issued. Also, - Clerk confirmed the KPH Funding Panel Monitoring Form has been submitted for the completed grant exactly to budget, and SLQPC have received the    Grant Manager’s acceptance of completion.  
· NCC – Proposed Whittonstall village traffic system – This matter was discussed and documented with Whittonstall Community Group Members in November Minutes. Cllr. Amey advises the current status is – NCC Highways Officer Snowdon leading the project, is in direct contact with the Whittonstall First School Head Teacher who is monitoring the schedule of the work programme.     
· Possible New 2021 CDCF Application for Replacement Defib. components for 3 parish units. – Cllr. Perry and Clerk have initiated enquiries required for expected replacement components due approx. 2021 to 2023 and we await confirmation details of the “official-listed Guardians” from members of the local communities involved to enable liaison with the N.E. Ambulance Service personnel, who are responsible for administering these sites in the Area by the appointed residents.  Further details on this new funding application to cover component parts in New Year. 
4(b)
Review any specific assistance/’Covid update’ requests under the current national 
         
emergency conditions resulting from COVID-19 pandemic. There were no new              
requests to consider. 
4(c)
Former Marley Tile Company at Newlands & Accident in August – Following Report in 
SLQPC September Minutes we await C. Cllr. Horncastle’s update regarding his intended 
contact with the new current owners of the building - Etex Exteriors Ltd, however It is not 
yet possible to clarify and provide a satisfactory NCC public report regarding SLQPC request 
for the possible enforcement by Etex to improve the dangerous condition of the site due to 
the legal aspects involved.
 5.
CURRENT PARISH ISSUES FOR DISCUSSION:
5.1
St. John’s Hall Hire Fees – (a) SLQPC requested an update on any outstanding invoices 
for Hall facility costs due (since issue of their last invoice at 1/9/2019), - A new invoice  
was received 
and  in an effort of support to assist in these difficult pandemic times, the 
full £150 per year cost (for period  up to 31/3/2021) has been released as agreed.    The 
future 
Defibrillator replacement component costs enquiry raised by the Hall Trustees (in 
respect of the Hall unit) has been discussed and explained regarding the responsibility of 
the “owners of the buildings” – which in the case of the 3 SLQPC units, - installed at 

Shotleyfield, Whittonstall & Carterway Heads, must be met by the Parish Council.    The 
Trustees also raised an enquiry regarding the removal of previous flower containers on the 
grass-verge area adjoining the pathway next to the road (B6278).  -  SLQPC unable to 
provide information on this, however we are informed by a local resident Rev. Canon 
Purcell-Smith is now dealing with this matter. 
5.2
NCC SLQPC Precept Draft proposals. – The estimated draft (calculated at Mid-October 
2020), based on the current actual Precept Income released to date, for budgeted & 
forecasted purposes to Y/E 31/3/2021, indicates SLQPC request of next year’s Precept 
payment will remain at the £5,000 level in view of present pandemic circumstances, and 


Clerk instructed to complete 
official request to NCC by 29/1/2021 -  subject to no specific 
major changes which may arise following the forthcoming NCC Cabinet Financial meeting 
scheduled for 
8TH December 2020.  
5.3
Donation request from Northumberland Age UK Ltd., - Following discussion IT WAS 
AGREED to award this £30 donation - (detailed in forecasted budget). Clerk to Action.
5.4
Request donation from Tynedale Hospice – IT WAS AGREED to continue this £50 support 
(detailed in forecasted budget).  Clerk to Action.
5.5
Request from Rev. Canon Geoff Purcell-Smith – To further discuss his proposed housing 
Project on “Glebe Land adjoining St. John’s Vicarage”. – initially raised in March 2020, and 
now re-submitted by his current summary.  The report had been circulated to Members for 
information and following brief discussions IT WAS AGREED to address this request at the 
January 2021 meeting.    
5.6
Community Broadband problems. The parish council unanimously agree that the Parish must have super-fast broadband that equals the speeds achievable in other areas of the country and recognise that rural areas like SLQPC must embrace all initiatives to improve broadband speeds where possible.  The Parish Council welcome all Initiatives, private and commercial that help to achieve super-fast broadband throughout our parish as soon as possible.  

5.7 
Unusual activity on banks of River Derwent at Shotley Bridge on private land. – The 
enquiry was followed-up by local Parish Cllrs. & landowner involved is aware of situation.
6.
ANY REPORTS FROM PARISH COUNCILLORS: None
7
CURRENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS: (PROGRESS AND DECISIONS)

7(a)
NC Ref.No.18/04514/VARYCO – Summerfield Farm – Variation of Condition 6 (doors


And Windows) pursuant to Plg. Permission  13/01496/VARYCO – A Sec. of State  Appeal 
against NCC Refusal is in progress – Awaiting Decision.

7(b)
NCC Ref.No.19/03064/FUL – Mr D Kemp - 1-4 bedrm.agric.dwlg. adjct. To existg. 


Agric.bldg. Land NW Carterway Heads, N’land. -Awaiting Decision.      

7(c)
NCC Ref.No.20/01432/VARYCO – Mr J Teasdale – Alex Clark Art Site at Ebchester -  Variation of Condition 4 (site access) related to planning application 17/03360/OUT –IT WAS AGREED As reported previously in SLQPC letter of 4/10/2017, & 7/2/2020, there were No objections.  - PERMITTED
7(d)
NCC Ref.No.20/00995/FUL – Mr Ward – Collis House, Whittonstall DH8 9JN – Retrospective 


Re-alligment of access road & turning head – PERMITTED
7(e)
NCC Ref.No.20/02586/FUL – Mr Coupland – 4 The Mews, (Unthank) by Kiln Pit Hill, DH8 9LPConservatory to front with balcony over existing porch.  Replace 1st floor window with French Doors - PERMITTED 
8.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED SINCE ISSUE OF AGENDA - None
9.
ANY OTHER PLANNING ISSUES FOR DISCUSSION: - None
10.
FINANCIAL MATTERS: 


10(a)
Financial Status at   1/12/2020– Total £11,044 - current A/C £6,526- (continues to 
include 1 unallocated KPH grant funding of £4,000 for the NCC Snods Edge Traffic 

System).   The Business A/c is - £4,519.)
10(b)
The Clerks Terms & Conditions were reviewed as usual practice – (No change in hours 
worked, but an increase in hourly rate) - changes will take effect from January 2021 and 
Payroll Agent will be advised of details for Banking and HMRC matters.               
10(c)
Authorisation of 7 invoices presented were total circa. £1.842 – recorded below 

& sent for information previously to Chair/Vice Chair:

£194.65- Clks Salary- Mth 8 Nov. 2020 - S/Order, Pd.30/11/2020  

£1,310- Comm.Fdtn. returned unused, 2018 1st Aid Traing. Grant Chq.No.101173


£57.49 - Clks. Exps. For Oct.2020 Chq.No.101174
  
£50.00 - Clks HMRC/PAYE Mth 8 Nov 2020 Chq.No. 101175


£150.00 – St. John’s Trustees “Bar Account” – Hall Useage Fees Chq.No. 101176

£30.00 – donation to Age UK, Northumberland (as budget) Chq.No.101177


£50.00 – donation to Tynedale Hospice (as budget) Chq.No.1-1178
NOTE – Agreed payment of Cheques for counter-signature are currently being issued by Clerk 
              and forwarded to Chair Taylor for onward mailing to recipients – (due to, and under  
current Covid-19 National Pandemic Restrictions) - until our Bank can arrange On-line 
banking facilities.
11.
ANY OTHER URGENT MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION:   - None

The Conference meeting closed at 21.00 hrs and it was agreed the next scheduled 
‘conference meeting’ will be held on MONDAY 4th JANUARY, 2021 AT 7 p.m.
Shotley Low Quarter Parish Council Mtg, 7th December 2020                                      Chr’s Initials...

